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receive instructions and to drill, as if to prepare for a new war. I was told that in this community lived some 16,000 foreign-born people, mainly of Slavic origin, and that all this preparation was being made on their account. The whole aspect of the community reminded me very much of villages close up to the firing lines, which I had seen in Italy not long before*
I had a letter of introduction to one of the leading men of the town* This man was one of the oldest residents of the city and had seen it grow from nothing to what it was then. He was a business man of good standing, the president of a bank, the editor of one of the papers, and a loyal American citizen, whose sympathies were first and last with America and with law and order. The strain of the situation had been so intense that he had been ill in bed from it. Learning of my errand, however, hie courteously came down and gave me an interview, In answer to my questions as to the causes underlying the whole situation, this was what he said;
"The present situation, sir, can only be met by
armed force, I regret to say this, but it is absolutely true. I am ashamed to think that such a thing should ever have been necessary in our town. Ten or even five years ago we could have done anything we wished peacefully; a simple method of eda-<3ati0n would have prevented all this. But we are of foreign-
